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Annotation

This study was written in order to gather inforrnatabout Rockall, a speck of rock towering
from the stormy Atlantic approximately 450 km duestvfrom the seashore of Scotland. The
work deals with the rock’s history on one hand andhe other hand with geological
development and characteristics of its surrounditigssubmarine Rockall Plateau. Also, it
describes the political issue between the fouestat the vicinity caused by the discovery of
oil under the Plateau.
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Shortcuts and comments

Shortcuts

cmph ... centimetres per hour SW ... southwest

Denmark ... The Kingdom of Denmark UN ... The United Nations Organisation

i.e....id est =thatis u.s. . (mu. s. l.) — (metres) under the sealleve
EU ... The European Union United Kingdom — The United Kingdom of Great
Island ... The Republic of Island Britain and Northern Ireland

NATO ... The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation USA ... The United States of America

NE ... northeast

Units

All the units mentioned in the information soureesre converted to the basic units:
1 ft (foot) ... 0,3 m

1yard (yard) ... 0,9 m

1 fm (fathom) ... 1,83 m

1lcable ... /20 nm ... 185 m

1 mi(mile) ... 1,6 km

1 nm (nautical mile) ... 1,85 km

1 league ... 5,5 km (distance, which a man can wabtinie hour)

Also, there’s a unit Ma (Megaannum) used in the. téxneans ‘one million years ago’.

Links

Every link to other section is written in bracketas a number. For example [see section 2.1]
means that the part of the text where it is writiates with the part number 2.1.

In case of a picture attachment there’s numben@picture in brackets.

The use of thdtalic font

All concrete names which don't refer to the sectioentioned in are written with the italic
font. If the italic font is used in the sectionilg, this name will not be written in the italic
font in this section again. Also, infrequent origimnd Latin names are in the italic font.

The comments in courier

Few month after | had ended my work one scientisinfthe British Geological Survey
(http://Iwww.bgs.ac.uk), Mr Ken Hitchen, was so kiadd wrote many comments on it,
especially from the geological point of view. | nifeed them little bit and put them in the
work as they were — in courier. So how You canssaee information corrected. The rest is, |
hope, right.

Thank You, Ken!



Introduction

Rockall. Hardly anyone can make an association thithword and hardly anyone even guess
what Rockall is. That is the assumption on whiclo Ibase this study, written on the purpose
of making the issue of Rockall available for anyom#o is interested. There is just few

information about Rockall and none is complex. Thusanted to make a comprehensive
overview of the information about Rockall and pherh in one complex study.

This study will be available on the internet both ane file and as a web presentation. |
consider this issue really as an interesting oneldhink it could be used for example as an
educational material for universities.

From the beginning of the work | explain the Rotkalsically, to any potential reader who
read the following text to know what it is aboutfték that introduction there is the article
itself, which is divided into four sections: Sect®l1 and 2 (split just for lucidity) refers to
Rockall and his surroundings from the view of phgbigeography (for example geology,
geomorphology, hydrology, biosphere), section 3gdesath the sociological (cultural) point

of view (meanly history), and in section 4 | analytke determination of the influence (both
arose and rising) on the area of the states,fibm the political-economic point of view. At

the end there is the summary of the work and tis¢iof sources and supplements.

Rockall is an uninhabited speck of a rock with eger of the base about 25 m towering from
the stormy Atlantic to the height of 20 m. It isammit of an extinct volcano, located circa

300 km due west of the nearest lan&tKilda archipelago laying few tens of kilometres

west of the Scottish mainland. It is a monolithrargte mass with no source of fresh water or
soil. The only, temporary inhabitants are the selsbivhich take advantage of the rock as a
refuge and a place for rest. Constantly, it is sblked by the ocean water; the waves
(especially in the winter) reach highest size tthenrock itself [see fig 1-6].

Rockall is one of the summits of a submerged ra#édHelen’s Reefextinct volcano), the
only one always above the sea-level. This submampentain projects from thRockall
Bank(submerged area with depth less than 200 m), whkidlvided both from the European
Shelf and Faeroe Shelf. TRockall Bankis a part of théRockall Plateayelevated undersea
plateau (depth less than 1500 m), divided fromBbmpe by thé&rockall Trough(depth up to
3000 m).

Rockall Island, Hasselwood Rock and Helen's Reef ar e all part of the
former very large Rockall volcano. Rockall Island is about 18m
high, Hasselwood Rock is about 1m above sea level, Helen’s Reef just

about reaches up to sea level.



1. Rockall Plateau(natural conditions)

Rockall Plateau is an undersea plateau locatedorippately in one third of the distance
between Europe and North America. It rises fromdbean floor to height more than 1500 m
u. s. . It consists among others of a couple e¥ated banks (for exampRockall Bankwith
depth less than 200 m).

1.1.Location

Rockall Plateau spreads in the half of the distdrest-west) between Great Britain and the
Reykjanes (Middle-Atlantic) Ridge (the line of dwwon of the North American and Euro-
Asian tectonic plates). It has an area of aboutx880 km. From the European Shelf it is
dividend by theRockall Troughwhich reaches the depth of approximately 300 chwaialth
(crosswise, west-east) 200 to 250 km.

Rockall Troughs an elongated flatbed through orientated fromtdiIEW. On the NE it starts
with the Wyville-Thomson Ridgewvhich divides it from the~aeroe Shelflts floor slopes
down south-westward from the ridge (from about 169@ 4000 m of depth). It joins the
Atlantic Ocean floor west of Ireland (nearby thercupine Bank- in thePorcupine Abyssal

Plain). The Wvill e- Thonson Ri dge divides the Rockall Trough from the
Faroe Bank Channel.

Line of division between the Rockall Plateau (estkje) and th&ockall Troughs relatively
steep — thé-eni Ridge The plateau is surrounded by the Atlantic Ocdaor ffrom the south
and east. It gradually slopes down to the floontMeay from the plateau there is the plateau
connected with th&aeroe Bankby the undersea low-level. In view of this the tplateaus
are named as thiieaeroe-Rockall PlateayStoker, 1998) [see fig. 7]

The Feni Ridge is a long linear ridge formed by sediments deposit ed
from deep sea currents flowing parallel to the east ern margin of
Rockall Bank. It is not the actual edge of Rockall Bank which is a
steep slope often with bare rock exposed at the sea bed.

1.2.Climate

The Rockall area (especially ti®ockall Bank is known for really bad weather and quick
changes among the fishers. (Blacker, 1982) Thenegyeobability is just 10% throughout the
year, while the overcast probability is 70% to 80%.

The rainfalls are quite plentiful — averagely 11%@ per year. The most of it falls in the
winter and in August. At the same time the windchess the maximal speed. Average speed
of the wind moves between 7 and 11 m/s within tharyThe wind blows mostly Atlantic-
ward: in spring mostly from south-southwest, in sugn from SW and in autumn and winter
from west.

The dampness of the air is about 80%, its temperatiose to the sea-level between 6°C to
12°C throughout the year. The daily variation istoB°C. The water’s temperature close to
the sea-level moves from 9°C to 13°C within theryéa daily variation is up to 5°C. With
increasing depth the temperature decreases: imm200s. I. it is 9°C, in 1000 m u. s. |. it is
6°C. (Atlas okeanov, 1977) Oceanic climate in treagcaused by absolute circumambience



of Rockall by the ocean) is partly influenced bg tBulf Stream. The Gulf Stream divides the
SW slope of the Rockall Plateau to two fragmentge continuing to the North America and
second to the north of Europe. (Atlas okeanov, 1§5€e fig. 8-9]

1.3.Hydrosphere (ocean water)

The water of the Rockall Plateau and its surrouggliconsists of several components with
different origin. The most important water is theldc (-0,5°C) bottom water from the
Norveign Sea which flows south-westward. It entbesRockall Troughfrom the north over
the western part of thé&/yville-Thomson Ridgand flows with the speed between 40 and 100
cmph. In the middle depths of tReckall Trought mixes with the Atlantic and Labrador Sea
waters. As it descends to the deeper parts, isttonthe west around the Rockall Plateau
(finally flows northward along thélatton Bank. In the south-western parts of tReckall
Trough the speed measured was between 27 and 39 cmpth-(8estward), while in the
western edge of thelatton Bankthe water flows with the speed between 12 andr2he
northward. (Stoker, 1998) [see fig. 11]

On the contrary to the deep water, which flows tigio theRockall Troughsouthward and
turns clockwise around whole the Rockall Plateha, ghallow (surface) water (up to 600 m
of the depth) flows through tHeockall Troughfrom the south to the north and in the north it
turns counter clockwise around tReckall Bank It flows along the western slopes of the
Rockall Banksouthward, and in the end of tHatton-Rockall Basirit turns clockwise again
and flows northward along the eastern edge ofHduton Bank In the depth between 800 and
1200 m there is the core of the Gibraltar wateiceable. (Blacker, 1982) [see fig. 10-12]

1.4.Biosphere

The Rockall Troughis the area of one of the most biodiversity of tleean floor throughout
the world — even more than the coral-reefs (in*®fthe soil there were found 325 species of
worms). (the Fat Badgers server) Rockall Plateawoighat advanced. But coral, for example,
occurs on the floor of thRockall Bank (Blacker, 1982) [see fig. 19old water corals

have been found in the Rockal | Trough and in many locations on

Rockall Bank and Hatton Bank. See this for examples :
http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-4950

Since long ago, the fishermen have been going tueréshing. In the area of thRockall
Bankand its slopes they noticed more than 80 spedifsho The shallow-water (it means 50
to 100 fathoms — waters of tliockall Bank fauna is much the same as the fauna of the
waters of the same depth west from Hebrides: thet mommon fish are cod, haddock,
herring and ling. The area of the fishable watésh#ble by the trawler — depth up to 200m,
without the rocks) is about 10 000kniBlacker, 1982)

It is supposed that beneath whole the Rockall &latkere is a rich source of oil, as many of
researches from the 70s have showed. Currentlg, nbt exploited. But for the future the
possibility of exploiting there may originate apulise over the area — a dispute between the
four states around the Rockall Plateau (United Homg, Ireland, Island and Denmark).

No researchers have shown there is oil beneath the Rockall Plateau.
Itis only a possibility.



1.5.Geological development

About 100 million years ago, in the beginning daf frertiary (the Tertiary began at 65 million
years ago), when the supercontinent of Laurasia vewisg splitting, and North America
separated from Europe, between Greenland andBrgiands (or then features) there created
a new sea — current Atlantic. Rockall Plateau wabeatime — as a dry land — a part of the
Greenland massif. It separated during the periodetdmic activity about 60 Ma. (Moores,
1997) [see fig. 13-14]

The Rockall Plateau split from UK between 135 and 9 5 Ma, Rockall
Plateau began to split from Greenland and North Ame rica about 55 Ma.

According to few indicia as visible signs of thagjhtions on the surface of the plateau or the
effects of erosion (not just water; valleys, moumgg the scientists think that the Rockall
Plateau was a land — microcontinent — between Ehweope and Greenland at the end of the
Mesozoic era. [see fig. 14] At least the highestspaf the plateau were developing in aerial
conditions. For example according to the last sifiemesearches of the ocean floor there are
valleys with depth of 50 - 75m, width of 1 - 1,5kand length of 2 - 12km on thH&eorge
Bligh Bank (Jacobs, 2007)

At the end of the Mesozoic (65 Ma), the area was pr obably sea. Large
parts of the Rockall Plateau may have become land d uring the
Paleocene (65 to 55 Ma) due to the thermal uplift c aused by the

widespread volcanism.

At the same time as the continents were splittimgglével of the Rockall Plateau was getting
low (phenomena caused by receding of the tectdate$) — it got under the sea-level (on the
contrary of the Greenland, which was elevated). S8outively, it descended to the recent
level. Settling of sediments runs from Eocenddidiay.

This theory is proved among others also by the theat basalts of SW of the Rockall Plateau
is much the same as basalts of the east coast @Grérenland. (Macdougal, 1988; Ellis, 1992)

1.6. Geomorphology

The Rockall Plateau consists of the centtatton-Rockall Basinvith depth less than 1500 m.
As well as theRockall Trough it descends south-westward. This basin is sudedrby
several mostly higher-located banks.

On the east, thélatton-Rockall Basirverges to theRockall Bank the highest part of the
Rockall Plateau. The eastern edge ofRloekall Banks margined (for about 700 km) by the
Feni Ridge [see note above in 1.1] a steep western slofigedockall TroughOn the south,
the Hatton-Rockall Basirpasses to the floor of the ambient Atlantic. Hémere are banks
peripheral banks named after the Tolkien’s realnthef Middle Earth — for exampleorien
Bank Fangorn BankEdoras Banketc.

West from theHatton-Rockall Basirthere spread another high-situated bafd&tton Bank
Further to the west, it gradually descends to kber fof the Atlantic. From north-east there is
the Hatton-Rockall Basirbordered by th&eorge Bligh BanK700 — 900 m u.s.l.), which is
not a straight prolongation of the central bankttiker to the north-east, the Rockall Plateau
gently permeates to theaeroe Bank Northerly from theGeorge Bligh Bankhere is the
Rockall Plateau ended by a west-easterly orientatadgh with depth of about 1000 m. It
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divides the Rockall Plateau from other banks furtbethe north (for examplieousy Banlor
Bill Bailey’s BanB. Consequently, this trough connects Reckall Troughwith thelceland
Basin (the sea-floor of the Atlantic Ocean located sedthfrom the Iceland and north-
westerly from the Rockall Plateau).

[the division of the Rockall Plateau is visible fon 14]

1.6.1.Rockall Bank

The Rockall Bank occupies an area 50 km northward 0 km south-westward and
Rockall itself is located 40 km from the eastergesdf the Rockall Bank. In the widest part
the Rockall bank measures almost 100 km (west#hgstdt is the highest bank of the
Rockall Plateau, located westerly from the cenitftatton-Rockall BasinThe depth of the
bank is about 200 m u.s.l. On the north-eastere efighe Rockall Bank there protrudes the
submerged mountain dflelen’s Reeflsee section 2]. Its summit — Rockall — is theyonl
outcrop of whole Rockall Plateau (not just of theckall Bank) which is permanently above
the sea-level.

Except from theHelen’s Reethe highest part of the Rockall Bank is so caBegony Bank
located about 65 km south-westerly from Rockalle Towest depth of th&ryony Bankis
102 m. Further south-south-westward from the RddRahk (about 200 km from Rockall)
there is th&Eampress of Britain Bankvhich reaches up to 146 m u.s.l.

On the seabed of the Rockall Bank there is mostlgateous send (originally from the
coldwater coralLophelia Pertusacolonies). Also, here and there basalt stones roccu
(Blacker, 1982) [see fig. 15-19]

On various parts of Rockall Bank, the sea bed is ba re rock, gravel,
boulders and sand.

2.Helen’s Reef(natural conditions)

Helen’s Reef is an undersea mountain protrudingpbthie Rockall Bankon its northern edge
up above the sea level [the summits of the Hel®®ef are described in sections 2.2]. The
mountain is of igneous origin, it is composed mosflgranite, and there are parts from basalt
as well. One, partly separated summit of the HeldReef, calledHelen’s Reefas well, is
composed among other grounds of diabas (a varfegglaro). It is supposed that this peak is
about 10 million years older than the rest of #nef.r(Stoker, 1998)

Helen's Reef is not really a mountain — it is just an irregular
shallower bit of Rockall Bank. Helen's Reef is main ly gabbro (with
some dolerite), not granite. No reliable age for th e rocks of

Helen’'s Reef has been obtained.
The Reef was called after the brigantidelen which wrecked on one of peaks nearby —

Hasselwood Rock in 1824Hasselwood Rock is not part of Helen's Reef, it
is a small pinnacle 100m north of Rockall Island.
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2.1.Geological development

The Helen’s Reef is an undersea mountain of igneag, recently almost fully submerged,
which however developed above the sea level, iralaeonditions. It was during the time
when theRockall Plateauand mainly its part of thRockall Bank was above the ocean as a
microcontinent [see section 1.5]. It is supposed this volcano grew about 55 millions years
ago (during the Cretaceous Period, which ende® &&) [see section 2.2.3]. The volcanicity
(and the creation of the reef) was caused by theement of the Euro-Asian and Northern-
American tectonic plates, between which there aagseessure by the friction — there reached
the outburst of the magma (lava). It gave risehm Helen's Reef. (Stoker, 1998; Moores,
1997)

However afterwards both the tectonic plates begaseparate again (nowadays the speed is
measured in cm per year). It caused that originatlgano Helen’s Reef got away from the
break, and began to be inactive (today it is casidl as extinct). The same movement caused
the submersion of the volcano. (Moores, 1997)

2.2.Geomorphology

Rockall is the highest peak of the mentioned sugewRockall volcano, but it is not the only
one. There are thidasselwood RockndHelen’s Reefs known summits and many others as
well, but none of them has been described as wdRakall.

Around the rock of Rockall, lying in the place bethighest parts of the Helen’s Reef, there is
a very low depth: close to the rock between 35 B#an. This low depth extends hundreds
metres from Rockall, on the north even 800 m. Simshallows are also few tens of metres
around theéHelen’s Reef(Macintosh, 1946)

2.2.1. Rockall
2.2.1.1. Location

Rockall is located on coordinates of 57° 35’ 480rth latitude and 13° 41’ 19” of west
longitude. It is 301.4 km west from the nearestllarthe uninhabited archipelago of St Kilda;
367 km from the nearest settlement Af an Runair on the island of North Uist in
archipelago of Outer Hebrides; 461.5 km from tharest point of the Great Britain
(Ardnamunchan Poinin Scotland); and 424 km northwest from the ndgpest of Ireland
(Bloody Forelandn the shire oDonega). [See fig. 6]

According to the Island of Rockall Act [see sectio.4/1972 and 4] is Rockall
administratively part of the island of Harris. dtpart of the Scottish Inverness-shire. It means
that it is formally annexed to the United Kingdorh Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
Although this is not acknowledged by any otherrimé¢ional authority.

2.2.1.2. Biosphere

The first tries to get to know and describe thallifg of Rockall are dated to the beginning of
the 19" century. The most detailed description was don¢hkyscientist James Fisher, who
was on the island in 1955 as one of four men fdgmestablishing Rockall as a British
territory.
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Considering the size and extremely unfavourablaitimms, there is quite lot of wildlife on
Rockall: a fluke worm Trematod® the rough periwinkle L{ttorina rudis), a common
amphipod Kyale nilsson), an orange rotifer Rotifer), common mites Hyadesia fusca,
Ameronothrus (Heines) There have been seen few species dé lmn Rockall: fulmar
(Fulmarus glaciari3, gannet $ula bassanga kittiwake (arus atricilla) or guillemot Plotus,
who use the rock for a rest during their way actbgsAtlantic. Gannet and guillemot have
been seen trying to breed. (Goudman, 2006) [See 4]

Along the sea-level there is a layer of the seagw@eostly brown)Alaria esculentasome
species (needing less water) occurs almost upetdofn The brown sea-weed are visible up
to one third of the height of the rock, about omdf there are found species of blue-green
colour; above theme there are situated weeds afjerarown colour. (Holland, 1975)

2.2.1.3. Geology

The first samples of minerals and grounds werentakaing the 18 century, but the first
detailed petrologic and chemical descriptions wareomplished by J. W. Judd in 1897 and
by H. S. Washington in 1914. About the geologicad@lopment of the island P. A. Sabine
gives an account in 1960; R. K. Harrison, who taggart in expeditions to Rockall in 1971
and 1972, describes the issue as well.

Rockall is one of two places of the British Tenidfolcanic Province, where occurs an alkali
granite. Here the range is unusual made up of mmeuch aglpidite leucofosfidor Ba-Zr
mineral calledbazirite The last one was discovered during the expeditioh975 and its
chemical figure is BaZrgo. (Ellis, 1992)

Rockall is composed of moderately coarse alkalniggawith a relatively bigger content of
sodium and potassium. Sporadically, the granifenes (prealcaline granite ananolite and
darker @egiring riebeckitg. Content of the minerals in the granite of Rotka2% quartz,
53% feldspar, 23% ferromagnesian minerals and 2%tlodrs. Part of the granite with the
biggest content of ferromagnesian minerals (up8%)which occurs on Rockall was called
rockallite (or rockellite). This ground does not occur at any other placeutjhout the world
(quite similar ground was found just on Madagasctasibilikite). In the mass of the granite
there range cavities also lined with variants ohenals a<lpidite leukofosfideor bazirite
(mentioned above). Ielpidite andapatitethere can be also an incorporatednazite (Ellis,
1992)

The origin of the granite was dated to the eraiafac52 million years ago (Ellis, 1992).
Moores (1997) mentions age of the ground as 60 M4 (see section 1.5]. The granite could
originate as underground smelt on the edge of gebigruption field in the era of recession of
the volcanic activity. It is comparable with grandn some of islands of Scotland and on east
coast of Greenland.

The surface of the rock some more above the seddiewovered by guano (from the birds’
excrements), which has been depositing during g-tone era, when birds used the rock as a
shelter [see section 2.2.1.2]. Expressively whatgef of concretized guano is about 1 mm
thick; it is not a continuous layer — somewheris istronger than 1 mm and on the contrary
somewhere it is missing at all. But it seems todeelining. The probable cause of this
phenomenon is that Rockall was a peak of a biggand many years ago and there were
much more birds than today — so the layer was fdrlngger. The current number of birds
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does not allow the renewal of the layer. Neverggléhis crust still considerably protects the
rock from the erosion. (Holland, 1975) [the guasisible on fig. 4-5]

It's known about Rockall that from 3 to 5 km arout@especially to the north and northeast)
there is a noticeable magnetic radiation and ttisifiard to determine the exact orientation of
the rock in accordance to the world’s magnetic poMacintosh (1946) alleges that the area
of the radiation is even 10 miles. These anomadies probably caused by the mineral
troctolite occurring in the geological structure of the H&eReef. (Holland, 197; Blacker,
1982)

2.2.1.4. Geomorphology

The islet by itself is about the shape of pyraniide eastern side with the length by water-
level of 31 m is almost vertical, same as the naitte with water-level-length of 25 m.
There’s almost a right-angle between them. Thehseastern side is slightly softer (with
slant of about 45°) and nearby the water-levels the shape of bow, which connects both
the mentioned sides. The whole area of the roca&sb(by the water-level) is just 624.m
About 5 m below the summit of the rock there iscatledHall’'s Ledge(called in 1955 after
the discoverer of the islet [see section 3.4/1810i3 proportionately 3.5 m by 1,3 m and it is
almost horizontal — the only horizontal place oae tack. (Holland, 1975) [this description is
visible on fig. 1-5]

Basil Hall was the first man to land on Rockall in 1811, he did not
discover it.

The rock’s height, measured from the water-levekaly hard to determine (or impossible),

because even in the calmness, the water vary ireméthe original height was set as 21,4 m
(70 feet; but it depends on the various measureshent October of 1971, at the same time
with the blast of the summit, the height was lowlete 19,2 m (63 feet). Since then, the
height is set in this value.

By the cut off, another horizontal plateau origethibn the formal place of the summit, on
which was a fixed navigational beacon light a yafter the cut off. [see fig. 26]. Another
navigational light might have been installed therel959 but it was swept down not long
after its installation. The source of energy of theacon was batteries, which had to be
replaced twice a year. (Holland, 1975) In 1997, nvtiee rock was temporarily occupied by
the Greenpeace volunteers, they fastened a salacesto the beacon and a year after that
they replaced the whole beacon with a solar onarfaaternative source of energy). [see fig.
34] In 2005 it was broken down.

2.2.2.Hasselwood Rock

Hasselwood Rock is a rock with the platform f l#san half size of Rockall. It reaches just up
to 1 m above the sea-level (during the calm weathieis located about 160 m north from
Rockall. (Blacker, 1982; Holland, 1975; Macinto$B46; Blunt, 1868)
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2.2.3.Helen’s Reef

Helen’s Reef is a submerged summit of the volcaeteiis Reef, called most probably (by
mistake) after a brigantindelen wrecked in 1824 ohlasselwood Rocko, see above.

It is all the time below the water-level (around In — depends on the weather), it is
noticeable by the surf in worse weather. It liepwb3.2 km east from Rockall. (Blacker,
1982; Holland, 1975; Macintosh, 1946; Blunt, 1868)

It is interesting that on the contrary to the reSthe mass (of the submerged mountain of
Helen’s Reef) which consists of granite and baghis, projection consists mostly of diabas.
In addition, Helen’s Reef (this projection) is mualder than the rest of the mountain; its
origin is dated to 81 Malhis age is unreliable. (Stoker, 1998)

Rockall Island is granite, Helen’s Reef is mainly g abbro, the rock
type of Hasselwood Rock is unknown.

It is probable that from 80 to 100 m south of Rdickes another unspecified undersea reef.
(Holland, 1975) About 1100 m south and 950 m ndmim Rockall there are ridges with

depth less than 75 m. According to the Royal Na\§74; Blacker, 1982) there are lots of
peaks in the zone, which is 11 km westerly and k#n5north-north-easterly from the islet.

The width of the zone is 130 m and the peak reaayjhh between 65 and 110 m u.s.l.

3. Rockall (cultural viewpoint)
3.1.Etymology

Rockall configures firstly on a Portuguese map fros%0, where is mentioned as ‘Rochol’.
(Holland, 1975) But Holland (1975) considers tlaference as uncertain. For sure, Rockall is
shown on a map from 1606 as ‘Rocol’. Other earlysims of the name are
‘Rokel‘,'Rookol‘,'Rokele’. In 1698 it is mentioneads ‘Rokol‘. (Holland, 1975; Macintosh,
1946) The inhabitants of St Kilda, some other idtanf Hebrides and perhaps also of a part
of Scotland know it as ‘Rokabarra’ or ‘Rockabarhaigdifference just in pronunciation).
(Macintosh, 1946; Martin, 1698)

On the Norwegian map it is notédiesland In Norwegian it means landes or shallows, and
there is some probability that it really means tReckall and the shallows around.
(Macintosh, 1946; Greenpeace UK)

The phantom island oFrislandt appears on some charts of"1&nd 17 century, but
considerably northerly than the Norwegiknesland it is located south from Iceland or
somewhere else on the north of the Atlantic ansl guite extensive. It is improbable that this
island should have noted Rockall, but it is pretgsible that it is influenced by the existence
of Rockall (most probably it was transformed frdm Eriesland.

The first written mention of Rockall is by Martinative from Hebrides, in his book bate
Voyage To St Kild41698), where he writes: ‘...and from it lies Rhka small rock sixty
leagues to the westward of St. Kilda; the inhaltaof this place call it Rokabarra;'. Also,
Rockall is shown on the map attached to the boakil& information was mention in his
other book —A Description of the Western Islands of Scotlg¢h@d03), which includes a
section about the voyage to St Kilda. (Martin, 1698
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The origin of the name is unknown. But it is be&dwthat it is derived from Gaelic wo8beir
Rocail meaning something like roaring rock. The wddcail can also mean tearing or
ripping. (The Wikipedia server)

The folk nameRocabarraighoriginated most probably from two wordsreca from Gaelic
rocail (above) andarraigh (bar-ey), which is in the old Gaelic used as a part of ltheal
names. (Macintosh, 1946)

The nameRockall was first used in 1811, when there was the fixgtedition, recorded by
Basil Hall, led on the rock. Since then, this venshas been used. According to few theories,
this name is derived from the wordck, andall from the name of the expedition-leader Hall,
as the Englishmen like to omit the sound ‘H’. Bagédge presumptions are evidently wrong,
according to much older origin of the word. (Hotlai975; Macintosh, 1946)

3.2.Mythology

According to the mythology, Rockall is the only neamt of the Kingdom of Brazil (not to be
confused by the current state), which was a Gaélestern land of the eternal youth.
(Goudman, 2006) In some maps (of"Ignd 17 century) there is noted a phantom island of
Brazil, and thus it is possible, that these two islandsoaiginally the same in the mythology
(i.e. this myths attributes the featuresBr&zil to Rockall). In fact, no island like that does
exist. It can be supposed that rather this phanstamd was influenced by the myths and
‘unclear existence’ of any islet in these partshef Atlantic (i.e. by the existence of Rockall).
On many maps from this period there are noted nadimgr phantom islands (&8ss Verde

or St. Brandan'’s Islan@isee section 3.4/530] and many others) in that.dsee fig. 37]

According to the Irish mythology, Rockall origindtas follows: One of the national heroes,
Fionn mac Cumhaill, grabbed a piece of the groumdl threw it against the enemy. But he
missed and the clump became the Isle of Man angdhble became Rockall. (McCarthy, the
Wikipedia server)

In the Scottish (Gaelic) mythology Rockabarraiggufies as a mythical rock, which is
supposed to appear only three times, lastly aetiteof the times'Nuair a thig Rocabarra
ris, is dual gun teid an Saoghal a sgriesWhen Rockabarraigh returns, the world will likel
be destroyed. (Macintosh, 1946) The naRwckabarraighdoes not need to mean Rockall,
but it is probable that it originated from any wran information about Rockall.

3.3.Consciousness and fishery

The local people (inhabitants of the west coasbadtland and north-west coast of Ireland)
have known the presence of Rockall long away. Ipisved by the mention of it in
mythologies, same as for example the fact, thdtisim monk St. Brendan visited it in th& 6
century. (Symmons, 1998; Schippke; Ireland InforaraGuide)

Exactly when Rockall Bank first fished was unknownt it is clear that the Shetlanders used
to fish there since the beginning of thé"1@entury and the Dutch even before them. The
discoverer Basil Hall mentions that in the daysMas around Rockall (1810) there was quite
busy traffic, and that the islet was well-knownthe Baltic traders. Seasonally, these waters
were fished since May to mid August, when the shgisit for Island. The hand-fishing
reached the peak about 1870. (Blacker, 1982)
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The original sails with trawlers have been chanlggdhe steamers. The first two steamers
sailed around Rockall in 1889. In the end of th& &éntury, the smacks gave up the virtual
fight with steamed trawlers. The absolute peakhefEnglish fisheries in the area (we don't
have data of the Scottish) was reached in 1936nv@3® landings was recorded with total
catch of 10 076 tonnes of fish (of which 6 502 tesiwas haddock). (Blacker, 1982)

3.4.History

(The years in brackets describes the events whitmat happen on Rockall itself, but are
somehow connected):

(530 (?)) — According to two sources (Schippkeahd Information Guide), in thé"&entury
there was a travelled by Irish monk Saint Brendearhy the islet, and described it as ‘the
Rocoll Rock, a 20 meter high rock in the Atlanticéan‘. He should as well have mentioned
that Rockall was known even before. He must haea $e(eventually visit) on his famous
seven-year voyage on the seas and their wondersdDilne journey, as specialists believe,
he could have gone even to the North America. fsoae of this possibility, an adventurer
Tim Severin undertook a similar journey to IrelandHebrides — Faeroe Islands — Iceland —
Newfoundland in a reconstruction of a period ship.described the journey very similar as is
written in the booKNavigatio Sancti Brendani Abbatihich describes Brendan’s journey.

This book was dated to thd &entury; nevertheless neither there nor in then@ae’s life
there is any mention of the Rocoll Island (he didwite any book by himself). It is possible
that Brendan did go nearby Rockall, but he doesmaition it. The note of the St. Brendan'’s
Island [see section 3.2] west from Ireland on thepsnof 18 and 17 century probably
suppose that the island was discovered by Brendanglhis journey. IrNavigatio Sancti
Brendani Abbatisthere is described lot of islands, but too und¢jedo localize them.
(Anonym in the translation by O’Donoughe, 1893;d&ia2005)

(1550) — The first, uncertain note on Rockall inmap (Portuguese) (Holland, 1975;
Goudman, 2006)

(1606) — The first certain note on Rockall in arthkaAmsterdam’s Atlas; as Rocal. The rock
was shown 87 miles from its actual position. (Hotla1975; Greenpeace UK)

(1607) — Rockall was shown on a British chawhiralty of Londohfor the first time; same
as in the Amsterdam’s Atlas about 87 from its dgbaaition. (Schippke)

1686 (22° August) — First noted shipwreck, of a trading shifth the Frenchmen and
Spaniards (probably on a way to America) About p&8sengers and seamen died, but a few
of them managed to embark on a lifeboat and gttédst Kilda Archipelago. Here they were
plentifully supplied with barly-bread, butter, clsegsolan geese, eggs, etc. (Martin, 1698)

(1771) — Rockall appears on a map by the Frendorsand discoverer Yves-Joseph de
Kerguelen-Trémarec. He had gone nearby the islantd767. It is unknown if he had seen
Rockall, but he had had good information — he pymst about 16 miles northerly from its
position. Also, he had had to know about the HaléXeef [see section 2.2.3]: ‘East of Rokol,
1 league away, there is a submerged rock over wthiehwater breaks.” (the Wikipedia
server) [see fig. 20]

1810 (8" August) — Rockall was discovered during a patutydf HMS (His Majesty’s Ship)
Endymionand HMS Princess CharlotteThey were conducted by Captain Thomas Bladen
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Capel. Master oEndymionwas T. Harvey, who noted the position of the rdgk’ 39' 32" of
northern latitude a 13° 31' 16" of western long&udbout 7 miles north-west from the rock’s
position. The only note on the discovery of theansl by Lieutenant Basil Hall. His
description of this event is included in his boBkagments of Voyages and Trayels
published in 1831, in section no. VI. [see texhlattachments and fig. 22] According to few
theories, the name of Rockall is derived from tlaena Hall. [see section 3.1] (Hall, 1831;
Macintosh, 1946; the Wikipedia server)

1810 (8" August) — During the sounding Blockall BanKsee section 1.6.1] there had been an
arrangement of the first noted expedition on thenis. It was under the command of the First
Lieutenant R. I. Alleyne and from the same $HMS Endymionlit was conducted by Cpt. Sir
William Bolton. The expedition is described in tabove mentioned book by Basil Hall, a
participant of the expedition. (Hall, 1831; Macisiip 1946; Holland, 1975) [see fig. 21]

1812 — A survey vessel callé@onidasrode on théHelen’s Reefsee section 2.2.3], the crew
died. (Goudman, 2006)

1824 — BrigantinéHelen of Dundee going to Quebec wrecked on lHasselwood Roclsee
section 2.2.2]. Number of passengers is unknowa.r€port of this event says: ‘the crew left
most of the passengers to drown, including sevemevoand six children.” After this event,
theHelen’s Reeis probably named. (Goudman, 2006; Greenpeace UK)

1831 — A researcher from the Royal Admiralty Captai T. E. Vidal noted the location of
Rockall for the first time. It was done during sdurg of the surroundings frordMS Pike
57° 36’ 20” of northern latitude and 13° 42’ 3®f western longitude (in the chart of the
Navy noted as 13° 41’ 32”). This coordinates aot absolutely precise, according to that
they are measured in accordance to the churchmelizua (County of Donegal, Ireland). The
coordinates of the church were changed and thue thedVidal's coordinates to 13° 41’ 27”
of western longitude. (Holland, 1975)

1862 — During the summer (June to August; and dusammer 1869) there was being a
research of the ocean floor on the purpose of tpite transatlantic telegraph cable. It was
being done fromtHMS Porcupine One of the men from the ship managed to get k&b
but apparently didn’t reach the summit. (Macintds®46; Goudman, 2006)

1888 — Probably successful attempt of reachingpek of Rockall from a fishing smack of
Grimsby. (McCarthy)

1896 — Miller Christie led a scientific expeditiom Rockall on a steam@&ranuaile set out
from the port of Killybegs in south-western part@bnegal, Ireland. He took advantage of
financial sources from the Royal Irish Academy, ethsponsored the research of fauna and
flora at that time. Robert Lloyd Praeger and hideagues also took a part in this expedition.
Nevertheless not even after a fortnight of circlamgund the island they didn't manage to
land (two attempts were made). They made only ooteservations. (Goudman, 2006;
Greenpeace UK)

1904 (28' June) — An accident of Danish stearNerge which was built in 1881 in Glasgow,
Scotland. It left Kopenhaven, Denmark or22une 1904, two days later stopped in Oslo,
Norway and at the end in Kristiansand, Norway, WHéft on 28" June for New York. There
were 727 people on board, including 223 childredenrage of twelve. [see fig. 24]
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Captain Valdemar Johannes Gundel decided, to aheidad weather, for an unusual way
south from Rockall (after sailing between Shetlaadd Orkneys).The steamer should have
sailed in sight of Rockall in the time of breakfadthen the captain was sure that the ship is
south enough, he changed the heading to the wiigleri minutes later, in the morning of
28" June, the steamer struck tHelen's Reefsee section 2.2.3]. The tragedy was caused
among others things by the high tide (full moomjck fog and the sea-flows which was
underestimated by the crew.

During the confusion on the board after the calhsifive of eight lifeboats were lowered.
They were filled pretty quickly, some of them, itdition, were tooling people on board even
after the sinking of the ship. In total, only 17€8ople were saved, mostly men. Among them
was the captain, who sank wilorgebut then was grabbed from the water and was takan
boat. The lifeboats were found during the followimgek by other ships and the shipwrecked
people were taken on land. But few of them diedfb@rmaths (lack of food, drink, heat, ...)
(Davidsen).

1921 (2@" June) — Two marines of a French sRipurquoi-Pas?rom the port of St. Malo
managed to get on the rock. The expedition wasigee by the French Ministry of Navy in
the view of clarifying the mystery obckallite [see section 2.2.1.3], which a French professor
Alfred Lacroix dealt with since 1915. The marinesder the command of Jean-Baptiste
Charcot, learned thabckallite is such a dike in the rest of the granite masthefisland.
(Blot, 1985) [see fig. 25]

1948 — A person (not known) reached the island feofitoat from a trawler oBulby, set on
the sea from the port of Fleetwood. (Greenpeace UK)

1955 — During the Cold War, United Kingdom was givts first guided missileCorporal
Type Il from USA; and it was needed to be tested. Thexeestrict rules to determine the
right place for firing the missile. One of the istis of Outer Hebride§outh Uist suited this
rules. But Rockall, as an independent area, wasltse to the testing place and thus it would
have been easy to spy the test from here. In A®®I5, the Secretary of the Admiralty was
told that: ‘as the firing limits of this range imase, the Island of Rockall, situated some
200miles due West of the Hebrides, might well beduBy an unfriendly state as a vantage
point for the observation of activities upon thege'. Thus, Rockall had to be annexed by the
United Kingdom before the intention of testing thessile will be given to publicity.

At a meeting of the newly promoted Minister of Defe, Harold Macmillan, and Prime
minister Sir Anthony Eden, it was decided that #mmexation of Rockall will be designed
according to older acts. That it would be acconmgiisby an official proclamation of Rockall
as a British territory, and by four people. At d@me time, it was decided that the expedition
should be of service to the science as well. Ferghrpose, a British naturalist James Fisher
was chosen. The three other members of the Royat:Mergeant Brien Peel, Corporal A. A.
Fraser and First Lieutenant Desmond P. D. ScatttHe expedition.

On this occasioriIMS Vidalwas chosen; coincidentally named after the fusteyor in the
area of Rockall. It was the first ship with a hepter Dragonfly type) on the board. It
reached the island on tfl?SeEtember 1955, but the ceremony was delayed rier day
because of the weather. On™8eptember the weather was better and the four wese
lowered on theHall's Ledge [see section 2.2.1.4] from the helicopter togethwth the
equipment. Quickly, they fasten a tripod as a faijdo the rock and they cemented a brass
plaque on thédall's Ledge ‘By authority of Her Majesty Queen Elizabethbl the Grace of
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God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Nann Ireland and of her other realms and
territories Queen, Head of the Commonwealth, Dedend the Faith, and in accordance with
Her Majesty's instructions dated the 14th day gft&mber, 1955, a landing was effected this
day upon this island of Rockall from HMS Vidal. Thaion flag was hoisted and possession
of the island was taken in the name of Her Majeffigned] R H Connell, Captain, HMS
Vidal, 18 September 1955.’

The ceremonial duties were finished on"18eptember 1955 at 10:16 precisely. After
radioing theHMS Vidalthe four men came to attention. The commander, Stdigated by
Her Majesty, hoisted the flag and declared: ‘In tiaene of her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the
Second, | hereby take possession of this islarRRioakall’. During this ceremony, a volley of
21 shoots was provided froxfidal.

After collecting geological and biological sampléise four were taken back to the ship. It
returned to Britain on 21September. At the same time the event (i.e. theation of
Rockall) was officially announced and noted by teyal Navy. The geological samples
were therefore handed over to the Museum of Geadilmdyndon and to the Royal Scottish
museum in Edinburgh.

Some other reasons for the annexation of Rockaillldcbave been among others the fixation
of the political position of the United Kingdom. &all was the only area in the Northern
Hemisphere which could have been annexed. Anoihad dhave been the simplicity of the
act. Not the least the reason could have beemgetifp of a kind of area for the ocean
research as well.

After the announcement that Rockall was the Briteshiitory, J. Abrach Mackay, from the

Mackay Clan, submitted a protest off Kovember. This 84-years-old councillor of the
County of Highlands announced: ‘My old father, Gedt his soul, claimed that island for the
Clan of Mackay in 1846 and | now demand that thenAdlty hand it back. It's no' theirs'.’

Another member of the committee said to the joustsl ‘it wouldn't surprise me to see a
battleship appearing off Rockall any day. You cafford to underestimate the Mackays'.
Whereas the British Government ignored the protddeckay gave them up pretty soon.
(Goudman, 2006; Greenpeace UK)

1959 — Unknown number of people landed on Rockalinfa destroyeHMS Cavendish
They learned that the brass plaque from 1955 heapdeared and that only one leg from the
tripod had lasted. Apparently, they fastened a dedight to the rock and they cemented a
plaque proving their stay on the island. (Hollab®@75; Goudman, 2006; Greenpeace UK)

1967 — The currently determined coordinates werasmed according to the European
Datum: 57° 35’ 50” of northern latitude and 13” 4B” of western longitude; provided by a
radar Loran-C frorHMS Hecla The corresponding values in accordance to then@rck
Survey Datum: 57° 35 48" of northern latitude ad@° 41’ 19" of western longitude.
(Holland, 1975)

1969 (145h April) — A couple of British marines landed on Ratt from HMS Hecla They
hoisted the Union Flag on the top and accordinghe Mailthey said: ‘this fortress built by
nature for herself is still as British as the Rividtames’. In accordance to the words of
Lieutenant John Stafferson, this expedition passe@®3" March 1969, for the purpose of
ornithological survey. (Holland, 1975; Greenpea¢@ U
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1971 (June) — 3©Regiment of Royal Engineers blasted off the tothefrock; it was done in
the view of fastening a navigational beacon aftedaaAt the same time there was installed a
brass plaque to the rock, which proved this egtdlland, 1975) [see fig. 26]

According to findings of a potential oil-field cleso Rockall, in early 70s the possession of
Rockall was given a new extent. For this reasontlifleyinitiation of the British Government)
the Island of Rockall Act was designed by Lord Chsip of Croy. It should have
incorporated Rockall even administratively to thaited Kingdom. (Goudman, 2006)

1972 (June) — Delayed installation of the beacghtlivas done by the Department of Trade
and Industry. The action lasted 15 days, althodgghdrew of the shifengadinehad two
helicopters (from 816 Squadron) at their dispog#éblland, 1975; Greenpeace UK)

(1972, 18" February) — The Island of Rockall Act passed thtothe Parliament and was
given the Royal Assent. Since then, Rockall has lzeninistratively a part of the Island of
Harris, which is a part of Inverness-shire, Scatila

1974 — According to previous events, the Britishv&oment sent another expedition to
Rockall, from HMS Tartar On that occasion, a sentry-box with two marinasfull
ceremonial uniform was built on tlall's Ledgeand the Union Flag was hoisted. Everything
was photographed. But the photo was published &arsyafterwards, as a reminder that
Rockall is British, on 3% May 1985. (Goudman, 2006; Greenpeace UK) [se€Ti}).

On that occasion, the United Kingdom declared 5l@-emxclusive zone around Rockall.

1985 — From 28 May till 4" July (i.e. for 40 days) there lived a survival estpand former
SAS (Special Air Service) member Tom McClean ineausity pod on the rock. The first
night he should have spent under a tilt; afterwanésmost probably made a wooden shelter,
which he fastened to the rock with a wind-turbirmevpred drill. He, reputedly, spent his time
by reading and painting the Union Jack on the fap@rock.

The action was most probably initiated by the BhtGovernment in the view of elimination
of doubts that Rockall is a British territory. Besa a year later, there was an unsuccessful
attempt to land on the island, hoist the Irishctdeur and declare Rockall as Irish, done by a
couple of Irishmen. Further, the action could beamged for the purpose of declaring the
inhabitability, which is quite important in accordaz to scale of the efficiency of the law of
the sea [see section 4] around the island. (Goud2tf6)

Nevertheless, McClean said that the action hadatiigal subtext. He was sponsored by an
South-England companMilbury Homes The permission he was done by the councillor of
the Western Islands, Comhairle Nan Eilean. (GreaopdJK). The same act should have
been done by an English rower John Ridgeway (theciies server), but other sources do
not mention this information.

1987 — Six fishermen landed on the island and exhdk peak.

1992 — Five divers managed to reach the summitudnaty the second woman to land
Rockall. At 19 she was also the youngest persdanis Rockall.

1997 — From 10th June till 27th July (for 48 dayisgre dwelt a couple of ecological activists
from Greenpeace (Al Baker, Meike Huelsman, PeterrigloEric Hejsalaar, and Thomas
Neuman). They took turns; mostly, there were tloeéhem on the island. The action was
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arranged in the view of protesting against thereslearch (and pertinent exploitation of the
oil) in the surroundings of the island. They livieda solar-pod, which protected them from
the bad weather. [see fig 28-33]

These activists declared a new public global sthté/aveland. Anyone could (through the
internet, etc.) apply for being a citizen. Duringetfirst couple of months hundreds of
passports were wanted. At the same time the astis&éd: ‘By seizing Rockall we claim her
seas for the planet and all its peoples. No onethasright to unleash this oil into our
threatened climate.’

Activists, together with the equipment, were loveeom the rock by a helicopter from one of
three ships of GreenpeaceMV (Motor Vessel)GreenpeaceBefore leaving, on 27 July,
first all four flags of the states which were comsal with the potential exploitation of the oil
around Rockall (i.e. the United Kingdom, Irelancgland and Denmark) were lowered. And
then, there was the hoisted of the flag of Wavel&@l 28" July they also managed to repair
the old broken navigational beacon and made irgmaered. (Goudman, 2006; Greenpeace
UK; the Geocities server)

The Waveland project lasted just till 1999, whea $iponsoring company went bankrupt. All
of these protest actions were ignored by the Bri®vernment.

1998 — During July of this year the activists oe@mnpeace replaced the navigational beacon
with a new solar-powered one. But currently, asitiiermation from 2005 sais, it does not
work again. [see fig. 34]

2005 May — Ben Fogle tried to land on the rock tfoe purpose of declaring his new state
Benland. At once, he wanted to proclaim himseladsng. Nevertheless he didn't managed
that and according to his own words he at besttedithe rock. (Fogle)

(16. June) — Six people from the journalistic oigationRockall Timesnanaged to reach the
island (after an unsuccessful attempt from 2008uaing a couple of radio hams managed to
land on the island and ‘activated’ it. They found that the navigational beacon (from 1998)
had been destroyed.. They declared the PeoplesliRepwith no response. (McCarthy)

2008 — An expedition bisland Man Adventureled by Andy Strangeway reached the island
and six people managed to land it and three of tMark Lumsden, Innes Smith and lan

Stephen reached the summit; the rest: Charles kyyMartyn Simpson and David Langan)

did not reach the summit. They all got to the rockhe same wet suit one after another .
Andy Strangeway didn’t get on the island. (Maciv&d08) [fig. 2-5 were made during this

expedition]

22



4. The dispute overRockall Plateaueconomical sphere)

The position of the undersé®ockall Plateauamong four states (Denmark in accordance to
Faeroe Is., Iceland, Ireland and the United Kingpamd its potential exploitation (of oil)
cause a political dispute between the states.dtgnadually originated since the World War
Two, when states extended their fishery (or otteened) zones around their shores. These
zones by the states considered as theirs and fbipsother states are not allowed to enter
them.

Another dispute arose in early 70s. Then it wasidoout that under the Plateau there are
(most probably) rich oil-fields. And all four statare concerned with the exploitation of its
sources. Each of them has the right to exploit i@ pathe Plateau (according to the UN

Convention on the Continental Shelf, 1958, andUWheConvention on the Law of the sea,

1985). But they tend to claim also the rest of Reteau (according to some criteria as well),
and individual claims partly overlap.

It is all about two different disputes: a disputehe sea as a water column (fisheries), and a
dispute of the seabed and its subsoil (exploitatibthe mineral resources). Most of the sea
above Rockall Plateau is beyond 200 nm from theesbbany state and thus it is not part of
an Exclusive Economic Zone of any of them. It lBigh Sea [see the paragraph ‘High Sea’ in
the text 2.2 of attachment]. The dispute origink/ avhere the 200-nm-zones of two or more
states stretch; and it is necessary to declaredebbetween the zones. Mostly, it has been
done. Another disputed area is the 200-nm-zonendr®ockall, which is not recognized by
any state except of the United Kingdom.

Nevertheless both disputes — of the sea and dfeis— are mutually connected and partly
dependent. Although both above mentioned Convestgay that the Exclusive Economic
(Fishery) Zone and the Continental Shelf are twfedint things.

4.1.United Kingdom'’s claims

On 18th September 1955 at 10:16 GMT precisely Rbakas annexed by the United
Kingdom and declared as its territory; it was dawceording to the Admiralty’s words: ‘to
eliminate the possibility of embarrassing counterass once the Hebridean guided missiles
project was underway.’ [see section 3.4/1955]. Bwisnt was not confirmed nor remarked by
any other state (no need). (MacDonald, 2006)

Nevertheless the political claim on Rockall coutime to a new meaning in the early 70s,
when there was found a potential oil-field undex Bockall Plateau. Most probably (among
others) on this account the Island of Rockall Ased section 3.4/1972] passed through the
British Parliament in 1972. It incorporates Rockabsolutely (even administratively) in
Scotland and thus the island is necessarily partthef United Kingdom. The rock’s
surroundingsKasselwoood Roc¢kelen’s Regfare part of the territorial waters of Rockall in
accordance with the Act. This step was not conftrrbg any of other states and it was still
doubted about the incorporation of the island eltnited Kingdom. (Goudman, 2006)

4.2.UN Convention on the Continental Shelf

After the World War Two the states began to claiorenspace of the sea. It initiated the first
conference of the UN about the Law of the Sea, lreldeneva in 1956. The outcome of the
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conference was four Conventions, passed oh/A&®il 1958: Convention on the Territorial
Sea and Contiguous zone, Convention on the Con#h8helf, Convention on the High Sea
and Convention on the Fishing and Conservationiahly Resources of the High Sea. These
Conventions design the rules of making use of #® $he Convention on the Continental
Shelf came into force on £@une 1964. [the definition of the Continental $kaektording to
this Convention — text 2.1 of attachment]

It says that every single coastal state has amugixel right to the research and exploitation of
the continental shelf around its coast. Therefoee Wnited Kingdom could claim to exploit
whole the Rockall Plateau. And it is caused byfdat that Rockall, as the only part of the
Rockall Plateau above the sea-level, is Britishvéxineless no other state has confirmed the
British claim and thus no state considers the Ribédateau as British; because Britain lies
on a different shelf than Rockall [see section.1Thle other three states claim the Plateau as
well.

4.3.Cod Wars

In the second half of the 20th century passedtteetso called Cod Wars (as a paraphrase to
the Cold War) between the United Kingdom and logjgresumably with no victims. They
were about the area, where the British ships dosvadl to fish. They consisted in cutting of
the net-ropes of the British trawlers by the IcdlanCoast Guard and in ploughing of the
Iceland’s ships by the British Naval ones.

The first Cod War lasted from September till Novemh958. It was provoked by extending
of the fishery zone around Iceland, which cannogtered by the British ships, from 4 to 12
nm. It led to a bilateral treaty, that further diggs will be resolved in the International Court
of Justice (in Haag).

The second one lasted from September till Noverd®&2 and was provoked by extending
the fishery zone around Iceland to 50 nm. Accordinthat Iceland threatened that will leave
the NATO, it led to limitation of the British fishg in some parts of the 50-nm-zone.
Consequently, the weight of the fish of the Britisdhers was limited to 130,000 tonnes a
year.

Three years afterwards, when this treaty had runtba third Cod War, the ‘cruellest one’,
began. It lasted from November 1975 till June 19n@ was provoked by extending the
exclusive zone around Iceland to 200 nm. By theeseeason as the second war ended, it led
to the confirmation of that zone by the United Kdog (the Wikipedia server)

4.4 . British claims in 70s and 80s

In 1974 the United Kingdom set a sentry-box witlo tyuards in the full ceremonial dress on
Rockall. [see section 3.4/1974; fig. 27] The gofathis action was the demonstration of the
British claim of the island. Nevertheless it was imbernationally confirmed.

Simultaneously, the United Kingdom announced thatshelf around Rockall (about 130,000
square km) belongs to it. It was not specified Wheby the existence of Rockall on this shelf
and its ‘Britishness’ or by any other connectiorodtiprobably by the proximity the Scotland
Lord Advocate announced that the United Kingdontlpaelies on Rockall in task of the
claim on the Rockall Plateau on”QZanuary 1975.
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At the same time, the United Kingdom declared tham-fishery-zone around the island, in
which no foreign ship should have been allowedntiere The United Kingdom did so perhaps
as a reaction on the declaration of the 50-nmi-zooend the Iceland a one year before. This
was not called back until the ratification of th&l Convention on the Law of the Sea about
twenty years later. No other state did follow thker (Symmons, 1998; Goudman, 2006)

Two years after declaring the 50-nm-zone, the Wnieagdom even extended it — to 200 nm,
in accordance with the Fishery Limits Act, 1976,iethprolonged whole the zone of the
British sea. This action was probably done as porese to declaring the same zone around
Iceland a year before.

Neither Denmark nor Iceland do not dispute the hgilog of Rockall to the United Kingdom
and do not disclaim its Territorial Waters (12 nlevertheless they didn’t confirm its
fishery zone. It overlaps with the fishery zoneshaf states.

On the contrary Ireland, which does not admittez Bnitish claims on the rock, refuses the
territorial waters around it. Ireland was one o thiggest protagonists of adding the article
121(3) about the uninhabitable island to the UN y@oion on the Law of the Sea [see
paragraph Island in the text 2.2 of the attachmdittlis it designated the fishery zone around
Rockall as unenforceable. Same as any kind ofdBritlaims on the continental shelf around
the Rockall. (Symmons, 1998)

When it comes to the United Kingdom’s claim to Raltk another try to prove the
‘Britishness’ of the island was arranged in 1986efi there should be a dispatched of the
survival expert Tom McClean on the rock by the iBhitGovernment. He lived there in some
kind of a security-pod for forty days [see secti®d/1985]. Probably, he should have
demonstrated the political belonging of the islaAdother reason why he was there could
have been the definition of an island in then ordged UN Convention on the Law of the sea,
which says that ‘rocks which cannot sustain humanitation or economic life of their own
shall have no exclusive economic zone or continesitelf.” By this action, the United
Kingdom could have tried to prove the inhabitapibf the island and thus to predicate these
rights to it.

4 5. Delimitation of claims to the Rockall Plateau

On 7" November 1988, when the UN Convention on the L&the Sea had been ratified by
no of the four, the United Kingdom signed the Coatital Shelf Agreement (Agreement
between the Government of Ireland and the Goverhmietihe United Kingdom concerning
the Delimination of Areas of the Continental SHedtween the Two Countries) with Ireland.
It designed borders between the two states onethieesl. It ignored the existence of Rockall.
The island (?) was not impeached — rather migheHasen not considered as an island.
According to the Irish party, it was designed relgay the new UN Convention, which
declared Rockall as an ‘uninhabitable island’ amasthaving no right to own its continental
shelf. The Continental Shelf Agreement also desigtiee borders between the United
Kingdom and Ireland on the Rockall Plateau.

Denmark declared its claims on the Rockal Plateaid'dVlay 1985. Iceland did so three days

later, on 18 May 1985. Both United Kingdom and Ireland desigitesboner, but now (1988)
they described it as common (or divided) claimgt@nRockall Plateau. [see fig. 35]
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The claims of the Denmark and Iceland overlappe@lhyost whole area same as with the
claims of the United Kingdom and Ireland. The loela claim is quite more expansive than
the Danish; it reaches even to the border of th@-r#-zone of Ireland and the United
Kingdom and even southern then is the British semimost point. (Symmons, 1998)

In the March 1994 the British shiMS Orkney(or Norng withheld the shigRexowned by
Iceland, because it fished in the British fisheoype around Rockall. Afterwards it turned out
that the ship is under the flag of Cyprus (whatejgionfused the Cyprian offices), and the
captain, Elrand Olson from the Faeroe Islands, fimesl with the amount of £12,500. Other
ship withheld in the Rockall water wadlantic Hope under the flag of Belize. Whole catch
was seized. (Greenpeace UK)

4.6.UN Convention on the Law of the Sea

The first UN conference on the Law of the Sea it nesolve every matter. The best way,
was to arranged a new one in Geneva in 1960; kit wa results. In 1973, a third one was
organized, with participation of 160 states, oradiynin New York and afterwards in other
cities (as Caracas, etc.). It ended up in 1982nwhe United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea was passed; 130 votes with, 4 againdt1@ abstentions. The Convention came
into force after ratifying by the 0state, on 18 November 1994. [some definitions from the
Convention are in text 2.2 of attachment]

This treaty was ratified by all four states intéeelsin the dispute over the Rockall Plateau —
Iceland as the first on 2&January 1985, Ireland on 2January 1996, the United Kingdom
on 28" July and finally Denmark in f6November 2004. Thus it is a common standpoint,
which could help with the solution of the dispute.

This Convention defines the Continental shelf pretbre certainly than the previous one. It
says that the state could have the right to thei@eamtal Shelf with delimitation that ‘it either
shall not exceed 350 nautical miles from the basslirom which the breadth of the territorial
sea is measured or shall not exceed 100 nautites finom the 2,500 metre isobaths, which is
a line connecting the depth of 2,500 metres. Beretlit does not say that it has to be the same
mass of shelf as on which a state lies. Each efatee four does reach the Rockall Plateau by
the 200-nm-zone and thus they can exploit it. ®adibpute is not solved out again.

In the above mentioned Convention it is also sa@d the situation of claim of more states in
one area will be solved by an agreement betweerstttes. If not, it will be done by the
United Nations Commission on the Limits of the Goamtal Shelf, Hamburg, established in
1996.

4.7.Greenpeace and UNCLOS ratification by the United Kingdom

In 1997, three activists from Greenpeace occupiedrock to remit the weakness of the
British claim of Rockall. [see fig 28-33] They rapd an announcement by the United
Kingdom that it would not consider the Plateau aumding Rockall as its own. They partly
managed, because on™5uly 1997 the United Kingdom ratified the UN Contien on the
Law of the sea [see section 4.6]. Thus, it forewbat200-nm-zone around Rockall and also
exploitation of the Rockall Plateau in accordanzdrbckall. Two days after the ratification
the Greenpeace left the rock. It is hard to say hawh the ratification was influenced by the
action of Greenpeace, because else the protestspnadty ignored. Nevertheless the goal was
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reached — the Plateau was not confirmed as Brigigbn by the United Kingdom. So it was
clear that the further events on the Plateau (dmldeocoil below) would have to be decided by
a negotiation. (Goudman, 2006; the Geocities sgrver

According to these circumstances the British Gowemt did not want to ratify the
Convention. It did so when the Labour Party wastel® in 1997 (before there were the
Conservatives). On 21July 1997 it was announced that ‘later in this thbthe Convention
would be ratified. It followed the foregoing of tHexclusive Economic Zone around of
Rockall, and thus it was necessary to changd-ibleery Limits Acgt1976. A day later (on
22" July 1997) theFishery Limits Order 1997, were released for this purpose. Theress th
200 nm measured from St Kilda. The Order came iot@ge simultaneously with the
ratification of the Convention by the United Kingdpon 25" July 1997. (Symmons, 1998)
[see fig. 36]

Rockall is according to thEishery Limits Orderstill a part of the British waters (it reaches
even 36 nm more west). But the United Kingdom faetnabout 200,000 square km, which
were more than 200 nm from St Kilda but less th@A Bm from Rockall. But also EU
forewent these waters, according to planning ofctn@mon fishery zone within EU. Indeed
the catches in these waters made only 0.13% odBtldtish catches by weight and 0.15% by
their prize. (Symmons, 1998)

Although extensive cuts of the Exclusive Economitiahe of the United Kingdom have been
made, there are still some disputes between itratehd about the delimitation of the border
between the states. It is improbable that thesddssrwould be the same as the borders of
their continental shelf according to tB@ntinental Shelf Agreemerit988. Among others by
the reason that the border of their shelves istéocaloser than 200 nm to St Kilda and the
United Kingdom has the right to enforce it furthieeyond the shelf-border. So still, there are
some disputes among all the four states. (Symni®@es8)

4.8.Negotiations

The first meeting of delegates from all the fowatss$ interested in the Rockall Plateau was
held in Reykjavik in 2001. Next one followed in @ommagen in the November 2007. In
January 2008 another one should have started itirDblot it was delayed for May 2009 (on
the 13" May all countries that had ratified the UNCLOS doefthe same day in 1999 had to
submit their sea-claims). Till this time the stagd®uld have had to define their claims and
come up with a solution.

There was no conference in Dublin in May 2009, eheas one in Thorshavn (Faeroe is.) in
June 2009 instead. Its point was to discuss isgl@$ng to the continental shelf in the Hatton
Rockall area of the north-east Atlantic. The o#flsiagreed to meet again in Dublin in the
first half of 2010.

These are not any official conferences but jusirmil meetings between the four states.
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Summary

For approximately one year and a half | have bed¢erested in Rockall. | have gradually
learned that although it’s just a dot on the majpsven at all), it provides lots of interesting
things and sometimes even bizarre information.viehiaied to put them all together in this
work as complexly as possible to give an opponufut everyone, to learn about Rockall as
well. 1 am of the opinion that this information cd&® used (among others) during the
geography education at the universities as andstieig example — position of Rockall
according to the international law and accordinthe®sUN Convention on the Law of the Sea;
Rockall as an inspiring micro-continent, etc. Besilis version, | am going to put a shorter
one on my website about Rockall.

Some facts described in this work haven’t beenetloget and they will further be developed.
That is the reason why I'm going to actualize thgaythe website); at least until the dispute
over theRockall Plateauis closed — what closes up the third of the sastiof this work,
about the economical sphere. The final decisionthan division of the Rockall Plateau
between Denmark, Iceland, Ireland and the Uniteaglflom should be said in May 2009 at
the conference in Dublin. The historical developmeitl follow as well, but | do not expect
any big changes. | hope that the work will be ukskfuanyone who is interested in Rockall or
for reference purposes.
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fig. 1
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fig. 1 — the first map of Rockall Publisher in the 141% number of The Geographical Journal), March
1975; set by G. S. Holland and R. A. Gardiner according to the aerial photos by the Royal Air Force
from the year 1970 (according to the authors it is not much precise; its orientation also not because of
the magnetic anomalies).

On the following two pages (fig. 2 — 5) there are four horizontal views of Rockall, from the four wards
(according to the little map) — from the east, the north, the west and the south. On the fig. 4 there is
visible Hall's Ledge, on fig. 4-5 there is the broken navigational beacon. On fig. 2-5 there are showed
colonies of birds and sea-weed. Notice the guano-layer. Author of the photos is Andy Strangeway.
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fig. 2

ROCKALL
Lo1 57°35/48°N, Long 1354119,

ROCKALL
Lot 5793548°N, Long 1370119,




fig. 4

fig. 5

ROCKALL
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fig. 6 — approximate location of Rockall

fig. 7 — plastic scheme of the Rockall
Plateau and Rockall Through with the
map: In the south-east corner there is a
part of Ireland; RB = Rockall Bank, FD =
Feni Drift (Ridge), RT = Rockall Trough,
FI = Faeroe Islands, HRB = Hatton-
Rockall Basin, HB = Hatton Bank
(according to the Ocean Drilling Program)

fig. 7
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fig. 8
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Months are listed chronologically from left to right (January to December).

fig. 8 — graph of the precipitations and temperature in the area of Rockall: blue column shows the

average quantity of the precipitations in 10s mm per month; the orange line shows the temperature
of the water by the sea-level in C; the red line s how the temperature of the wind by the sea-level in
T (according to Atlas okeanov, 1977)

fig. 9 — graph of the wind-speed in the area of Rockall: red line shows the maximum (m per second);
the blue line shows the average (according to Atlas okeanov, 1977)
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fig. 10
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fig. 12

fig. 10 — the surface-water currents nearby the Great Britain (1 — Rockall Bank; 2 — Hatton Bank; 3 — George
Bligh Bank; 4 — Lousy Bank; 5 — Bill Bailey's Bank; 6 — Rosemary Bank; 7 — Faeroe Bank; Blacker,

1982)

fig. 11 — the deep-water currents of the Rockall Through and the Rockall Plateau with the origin: strong black
line shows the North Atlantic deep-water, dashed line the Norwegian deep-water, the solid line shows
the water from the Labrador Sea (LOB — Lorien Bank; PAP — Porcupine Abyssal Plain; Stroker, 1998)

fig. 12 — the scheme of the origin of the water in the Rockall Through: dotted area on the left-bottom is the
Labradorean water, the dotted area on the right-bottom is the overflow water, the crossed area is the
Gibraltarian water and the rest is the Atlantic water (east-west; Blacker, 1982)
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fig. 13

I
Bal 5 A g

fig. 13 — simplified sketches of sea-floor spreading of the British Isles since the end of the Jurassic
(a) At the end of the Jurassic, an emerged Precambrian crustal area (the Rockall, R, microcontinent)
lay between Ireland and Greenland, Sea-floor spreading began between Iberia and Newfoundland,
developing a fracture zone from the Pyrenees to the Labrador Sea. (b) Early to mid-Cretaceous sea-
floor spreading separated Rockall from the British shelf but was aborted, leaving the Rockall Through
(RT). (c) A triple junction appears off the Bay of Biscay in the early Senonian (80Ma), and Spain
begins to rotate. (d) In the Paleocene (60-65 Ma) a new spreading center begins to separate the
Rockall microcontinent from Greenland. (cited from Moores, 1997)
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fig. 14
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fig. 14 — Gross depositional environment maps summarizing the main depositional systems
existing during the development of the mid- to late Cenozoic megasequences. Key to symbols: 1,
mounded, elongate sediment drift; 2, sheeted sediment drift; 3, sediment waves; 4, bottom-current
circulation, inferred in (@), present-day in (b); 5, late Eocene—earliest Oligocene lowstand fan; 6,
early Oligocene reef; 7, mid-Miocene to Holocene fans; 8, interbedded drift and downslope
deposits; 9, sediment-source areas; 10, Inferred land areas; 11, areas of extensive bottom-current
erosion; 12, maximum extent of mid- to late Pleistocene ice-sheets. Abbreviations: HS —
Hebridean shelf; RT — Rockall Through; IB — Iceland Basin; HB — Hatton Bank; HRB — Hatton-
Rockall Basin; RKB — Rockall Bank; GBB — George Bligh Bank; LB — Lousy Bank; AD — undersea
mountain Anton-Dohrn; BBB — Bill Bailey’'s Bank; FB — Faeroe Bank, FS — Faeroe Shelf; WTR —
Wyville-Thomson Ridge; RB — Rosemay Bank; a - Eocene/Oligocene, b — Miocene/Holocene
(cited from Stroker, 1998)
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fig. 17

Photograph of the sea bed on Rockall Bank s - — LY 1y
between 135 and 165 m depth. The picture area is RSO
about 1 square metre, and all the fish are lesser e AN
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fig. 20 — map of Britain from 1771 by French sailor Kerguelen

text 1 — Extract from the Fragments of Voyages and Travels by the Captain Basil Hall, published in 1831; passage
from the chapter VI. — Rockall, in which there is also written about the fist expedition on Rockall. (During that

expedition a thick fog came and thus the ship (HMS Endymion) could not be seen from the boats sent to the rock.
When the boats managed, at twilight, to reach the ship and when they asked why it was not shot from the board to
localize it, the crew answered: ‘Why, we have been doing nothing else but blaze away every ten minutes for these

last five or six hours.’):

In a fine autumnal morning, just a week after we
had sailed from Lough Swilly, to cruise off the north
of Ireland, a sail was reported on the leebeam. We

bore up constantly, but no one could make out
what the chase was, nor which way was she
standing — at least, no two of the knowing ones
could be found to agree upon these matters. Here
various opinions, however, presently settled into
one, or nearly so — for there were still some of the
high-spyers who had the honesty to confess they
were puzzled.
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The general opinion was, that it must be a brig with
very white sail aloft, while those below were quite
dark — as if these royals were made of cotton, and
the courses of tarpaulin, — a strange anomaly in
seamamship, it is true, but still the best theory we
could form to explain the appearances. A short time
served to dispel these fancies; for we discovered,
on running close to our mysterious vessel, that we
had been actually chasing a rock — not a ship of
oak and iron, but a solid block of granite, growing,
as it were, out of the sea, at a greater distance from
the mainland than, | believe, any other island, or
islet, or rock of the same diminutive size, is to be
found in the world.



fig. 21

t";.‘“-\ A Rockall.
*!‘.
A ’J{? |
\ : £ Rockall lies 184 miles nearly due west
S of St Kilda.
fig. 22 fig. 23

fig. 21 — sketch showing the first landing on Rockall in 1811

fig. 22 — sketch by T. Harvey, Captain of HMS Enymion, showing Rockall during the discovery in 1810

fig. 23 — sketch of Rockall on the 81% page in the book A Vertebrate Fauna of the Outer Hebrides (J.
A. Harvey-Brown & T. E. Buckley, 1889
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La Mlpitalipieas

fig. 24 — Danish steamer Norge,
which wrecked on the Helen's
Reef in 1904 — 635 lives
perished

fig. 25 — postcard from the
expedition on Rockall of French
ship Pourquoi-Pas? sponsored
by the French Ministry for Navy
in 1921

(following page):

fig. 26 — plaque fastened to the
rock during the installation of a
navigational beton:

Site of United Kingdom
Light Beacon
June 1971

fig. 27 — security pod with the
flag of the Royal Navy and with
two marines in full ceremonial
dress; a navigational beacon
above them
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fig. 26

fig. 27
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fig. 28 fig. 29

copyright David Sims - hllp:f.mnw.ﬂtuldnim.ll g.biz!

fig. 32

fig. 31
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fig.

(previous page):

fig. 28 — the view of the rock during the stage of
four volunteers from Greenpeace — sign ‘United
Nations No new oil’; above the sign their solar pod;
above that there is the flag of Waveland and the
beacon

fig. 29 — bird's eye view
fig. 30 — two activists inside the pod

fig. 31 — the security pod and its fixation to the rock
(by twelve six-tonnes straps), with the three of
volunteers

fig. 32 — flag of Waveland hoisted on Rockall,
during the times of good weather
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fig. 33 — four activists from Greenpeace (from left: Al Baker, David Sims, Peter (?) and Meike Huelsman)

before embarking

fig. 34 — solar-powered navigational beacon fastened on the rock by the Greenpeace in 1998 after another
one, repaired by Greenpeace during the 26™ and 27" June; the sign:
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Rockall Solar Beacon

Let the sun and wind
do their work
Leave the oil beneath
the waves

Greenpeace
July 1998



text 2: The Law of the Sea (extract from the United Nations Conventions; some definitions)

(2.1.): according to the United Nations
Convention on the Continental Shelf, written in
1958:

Continental Shelf

- sea-bed (and its subsoil) of the
undersea areas adjacent to the shore
of the state (but beyond the territorial
waters), up to 200 m of depth or to the
depth (beyond the limit) which allows
exploitation of its resources

- every coastal state has exclusive right
on the research, exploitation of the
natural resources on the sea-floor and
its subsoil

(2.2.): according to the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea), written in
1982:

Territorial Sea
- every State has the right to establish
the breadth of its territorial sea up to a
limit not exceeding 12 nautical miles

Contiguous Zone
- the contiguous zone may not extend
beyond 24 nautical miles from the
baselines from which the breadth of
the territorial sea is measured

Exclusive Economic Zone

- the exclusive economic zone is an
area beyond and adjacent to the
territorial sea; the exclusive economic
zone shall not extend beyond 200
nautical miles from the baselines from
which the breadth of the territorial sea
is measured.

- The coastal state has sovereign rights
for the purpose of exploring and
exploiting,conserving and managing
the natural resources, whether living or
non-living, of the waters superjacent to
the seabed and of the seabed and its
subsaoil,
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Continental Shelf

- the continental shelf of a coastal State
comprises the seabed and subsoil of
the submarine areas that extend
beyond its territorial sea throughout
the natural prolongation of its land
territory to the outer edge of the
continental margin, or to a distance of
200 nautical miles from the baselines
from which the breadth of the territorial
sea is measured where the outer edge
of the continental margin does not
extend up to that distance

- outer limits of the continental shelf on
the seabed either shall not exceed 350
nautical miles from the baselines from
which the breadth of the territorial sea
is measured or shall not exceed 100
nautical miles from the 2,500 metre
isobath

- the coastal State exercises over the
continental shelf sovereign rights for
the purpose of exploring it and
exploiting its natural resources

- the rights of the coastal state do not
affect the Exclusive Economic Zone

- the coastal State shall have the
exclusive right to authorize and
regulace drilling on the continental
shelf for all purposes.

High Sea
- the area of water not included in none
of above mentioned waters is
international in the sense of the rights;
none of the state have to right to
include it into any of its own zones

Island

- anisland is a naturally formed area of
land, surrounded by water, which is
above water at high tide

- except as provided for in next
paragraph, the territorial sea, the

- contiguous zone, the exclusive
economic zone and the continental
shelf of an island are determined in
accordance with the provisions of this
Convention

- applicable to other land territory.

- rocks which cannot sustain human
habitation or economic life of their own
shall have no exclusive economic zone
or continental shelf



fig. 35
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fig. 36

fig. 35 — simplified sketch of the claims on the Continental Shelf of
the Rockall Plateau by the United Kingdom (green), Ireland (yellow),
Iceland (red) and Denmark (for Faeroes; purple). In 1988, the
United Kingdom signed the Continental Shelf Agreement with
Ireland, and their common boundaries of the shelf are delimited —
the yellow-green ‘staircase’ line (according to the Icelandic serer
Utanrikisraduneytid)

fig. 36 — the cut-down of the Exclusive Economic Zone of the United
Kingdom in the relation to the ratification of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea in 1997; the solid line is the
original line, the dashed is the current one (Symmons, 1998)
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fig. 37 — cut of the map by Mercator Published in Amsterdam in 1618. There are showed (as well as Rockall)
also some phantom islands as Brazil, Flandria and Frislandt (by the northern edge)
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